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THANK YOU JERRY & CAROLYN FRITSCH

Among Jerry and Carolyn Fritsch’s best gifts are an 
uncanny ability to build close, personal relationships 
with all their various and advanced constituencies – 
campers of  all ages and their families, rostered and 
other church leaders in all of  the expressions of  
our church, and a talented staff  that they  
continually have to reconstitute – and an  
unrelenting effort to turn almost everything they 
do inside out (or is that upside down?) so that all 
phases of  all ministries are directed at “outties” 
rather than “innies.” But I respect them most and 
they will be missed most because somehow they 
manage to do all of  these things (and much more) 
with theological clarity and integrity.

I appreciate Jerry and Carolyn for their faithfulness 
to the biblical witness reflected in a verse like 2  
Corinthians 3:6 (my paraphrase): “We are all called 
to be ministers of  the spirit and not the letter;  
because the letter kills and only the spirit gives life.”

We are inundated these days by ministries that are 
driven by the law (i.e. the letter) and by theologies 
that are decisional in nature. But the grace-based 
work that Jerry and Carolyn did for the last twelve 
years at Lutheran Lakeside was genuinely  
life-giving and that  
exponentially so: those 
to whom they  
ministered often 
became ministers of  
the spirit themselves! 
Hey, maybe that            
promise will be kept 
after all: The Church 
must always be  
reformed,  
ECCLESIA SEMPER 
REFORMANDA EST. 

Pastor Martin Lucin
Grace, Spirit Lake



ANNUAL MEETING

GOODBYE FAITHFUL BOARD

INTRODUCE MELISSA

Lutheran Lakeside Camp’s annual meeting was held Saturday,  
October 14 on site.  In addition to the camp’s business meeting, 
a retirement celebration was held for Jerry and Carolyn Fritsch.  
They served as Executive Directors of  the camp for 12 years.  
Pastor Barb Spaulding, Moville; Mike Huser, Sioux City; and Tom 
Egts, Bettendorf; were honored and thanked for their 6 years of  
service.  Each of  them served two, three-year terms.  
Five new members were elected to the board.  They are: Shelby 
Kroona, Webster City; Beth Carlson, Des Moines; Pastor Carrie La 
Plante, Eldridge; and Pastor Paul Johnston, Sioux City.

We welcome Melissa Johnson as Lutheran Lakeside Camp Program 
Director.  Melissa has left an impression of  an energetic,  
enthusiastic, and lovable camper, counselor, assistant program 
director and now all those skills are catapulted into her position 
as PROGRAM  DIRECTOR.  Campers, pastors and parents all 
recognize Melissa as someone they want their children and youth 
to be around.  

Melissa is a faith “full” person who projects her Christian love 
onto anyone near her.  A native of  Manson, Iowa and a member 
of  Augustana Lutheran Church, Melissa moved on to obtain her 
Bachelor of  Arts degree from the University of  Northern Iowa 
in Cedar Falls.  She has a keen understanding of  how government 
should operate and the responsibilities that elected officials carry in 
representing their constituents.  She has been a world traveler and 
spent time in South Africa.  We caught her at the end of  last sum-
mer before she was heading to South Korea to teach English.  An 
ardent reader of  historical fiction she can recommend many books 
for your reading pleasure.

Melissa’s service throughout the years have made an impact on 
the lives of  many campers and their faith walk.  She is a woman of  
integrity and a person of  trust.  WELCOME  MELISSA!!!!

We bid farewell to faithful servants, Pastor Barb Spaulding, Tom 
Egts, and Mike Huser.  We thank them for their service to  
Lutheran Lakeside Camp.  They each served for six years.  Their 
leadership and advice during the joys and challenges of  camp 
administration are greatly appreciated.  Both Pastor Barb and Tom 
led the board as president and Mike was the treasurer.  Mike helped 
the camp through the process of  hiring outside accountants to  
handle Lakeside’s financials which turned out to be very  
demanding.  Thanks again to three outstanding board members.



EFFECTIVENESS OF CAMP

Over the summers of  2015 and 2016, researcher Jacob Sorenson worked with camp staff  members  
throughout the Midwest to answer one simple question - How did a weeklong experience at summer camp  
impact the lives of  the young people involved?  It seems like a simple question, but Sorenson’s study led to 
thousands of  interviews, surveys, and observations.  He found many positive impacts from how campers 
viewed themselves to their relationship with their home congregations.

During his first summer of  research, Sorenson identified 5 key features of  how camp effected children.  First 
of  all, camp is relational, which means it allows campers to meet new people and be part of  a community.  
Camp is also participatory and a new experience!  These characteristics give kids a chance to try new things, 
develop self-confidence, and live surrounded by nature for a week.  Additionally, camp is a safe space for  
campers, both physically and emotionally, which 
allows children to develop a positive self  image and 
grow in their relationships with one another.   
Finally, a weeklong camp experience gives kids a 
chance to grow in their faith and makes them more 
likely to identify with and talk about their faith. 

Sorenson’s research the following summer showed 
that campers strongly enjoyed camp and felt it helped 
them grow in their faith, not just at the end of  the 
week, but months after they returned home.  While 
some of  the initial excitement may wear off  over 
time, lasting change was seen in higher frequencies 
of  devotional practices, attending church, and having 
faith based conversations.  One key finding of  this 
study was that camp caused lasting impacts on  
campers horizontal faith, or their beliefs that faith 
and faith based communities play an important part 
of  their lives.  Overall, Jacob Sorenson’s research 
shows that camp can help the development of  our 
youth in an abundance of  ways!  

QUILT RETREAT 
FEB. 23RD - 25TH
Are you looking for a fun weekend filled with  
fellowship, friends, faith, and quilting? Then the 
Lutheran Lakeside Quilt Retreat is the place for you! 
A Quilting Retreat where you can learn a new skill, 
work on your unfinished projects, ask questions, and 
meet some new friends. No experience necessary only 
an interest in quilting. Motel type accommodations at 
Lakeside. Lunch & Dinner provided. Cold breakfast 
available. Cost: $180 for the full retreat, reduced rates 
for shortened attendance can be found on our  
website. A deposit of  $50.00 holds your spot! 
Questions: please e-mail Amanda Adam at Amanda@
lutheranlakeside.com Register: Call 712-336-2109



GOD’S LITTLE SPROUTS

GRANDPARENT KID CAMP

If  you are going to be in the 
Okoboji area the week of  July 
8th then God’s Little Sprouts 

is the perfect way for 
preschoolers to spend the 

morning! For Children ages 
3, 4, & 5 who want to have a 

blast in the great outdoors. 
Campers come to camp from 

9am to noon Monday, July 
8th to Friday, July 14th. Each 
morning counselors will lead 

the kids in silly songs, bible 
stories, crafts, games, and wor-

ship! There will also be fun 
daily experiences such as ca-

noeing, boat rides, sand castle 
building, and more! If  you are interested in joining your preschoolers at 

camp, then check out our Family Camp that runs the same week. Visit our 
website, www.lutheranlakeside.com, for more information about all of  our 

summer camps for 2018. 

Lakeside’s new  
Grandparent kids camp 

is the perfect  
opportunity to spend 
a few nights playing, 

learning, and exploring 
your faith with your 

grandkids. With time set 
aside for grandparents 

to teach their grandkids 
something they’re  

passionate about, and a 
time for grandkids to 

teach their grandparents 
about their hobbies. This short week at camp, July 29th – 31st, is the  

perfect time to get to know each other better. All while learning about  
Jesus and worshiping in the beautiful Lake Okoboji area. Comfortable 

motel style accommodations are available and counselors will be there to 
help lead games, crafts, boat rides, swimming, rock climbing, and much 

more! For a pricing breakdown check out our website,  
www.lutheranlakeside.com.

 NEW BOARD 
MEMBERS

Beth Carlson

Pastor Carrie Lewis La Plante

Shelby Kroona

Pastor Paul Johnston



RENTALS
Lakeside is the kind of  place you can lay 
back on the deck in your comfortable 
Adirondack chair and enjoy the stunning 
lakefront view. You can engage in hours 
of  relaxation, fun, and seclusion while 
being surrounded by the entertainment 
of  the Okoboji area. Designed for all 
ages, Lakeside is your place on East Lake 
Okoboji. Located on 130 forested acres 
and 1/2 mile of  private lakefront,  
Lakeside serves up the joys of  being 
outside in nature. Take a look around the 
Lakeside site and view what is available 
for you.
 
When you enter the grounds the rest of  
the world slides away. The woods and 
hills muffle the sounds of  Okoboji traffic.
Get out on the lake and you will  
experience all the Iowa Great Lakes 
has to offer. Join us for a delightful and 
relaxing experience for yourself  or with 
your whole family.

Lutheran Lakeside has two modern 
retreat buildings will all of  the luxuries 
of  a hotel in the beautiful camp that you 
love. If  you are interested in supporting 
Lakeside and renting a space checkout 
our website www.lutheranlakeside.com/
rentals or give us a call at 712-336-2109. 
We also host many large events here at 
Lakeside in the summer and are now  
taking wedding bookings for 2018!

VOLUNTEER

Faith Lutheran Church in Eldridge, Iowa has been a big part 
of  this project since its start, with the repair and replacement 
of  the colored glass and painting of  the back drop,  
replacement of  the power and lighting has enhanced the  
beauty of  the entrance.  Next will be replacement of  the 
curved fence and landscaping, which is a big part of  the  
entrance, this will be done as funds are available.  Your help, 
be it financial or volunteer is always welcome at Lakeside



WORK AT CAMP

Know someone looking for an awesome summer experience?  
Come work here at Lakeside!  We have a variety of  positions 
for anyone over the age of  16, whether they are interested in 
being a counselor, working in the kitchen, or even being part 
of  our leadership team!  Working at a summer camp is a blast, 
especially when you get to lead activities like cook outs, star 
gazing, canoeing, rock climbing, hiking or even sailing.  Not to 
mention staff  members get to be part of  an amazing,  
supportive community which fosters friendships that last a 
lifetime.  Staff  members get to live on the beautiful East  
Okoboji Lake for the summer, enjoying all the region has to 
offer with some of  the best people they could ever meet. 
 
There’s also the option of  getting internship credit while 
working at Lakeside!  All anyone has to do is talk to their 
university department, fill out a few papers, and discuss with 
Lakeside program requirements.  We’ve offered internships in 
social work, accounting, business, psychology, family services, 
biology, education, and more!  Additionally, businesses love 
former camp staff  members!  Camp staff  tend to be strong 
communicators, driven leaders, creative problem solvers, and 
individuals who work well on their own and with a team.  
What’s not to love?  If  you are someone or know someone 
who wants to have an awesome summer work experience, tell 
them about Lakeside and the incredible opportunities we offer! 

OUTSTANDING  
SERVICE
Dick Anderson and Jim Mohn have 
been given awards for “Outstanding 
Service”.  They both have served 
and continue to serve on the Finance 
Committee.  Both of  them served the 
12 years while Jerry and Carolyn were 
Executive Directors and many years 
before that.  Thank you, Dick and Jim.

MILTNER RETREAT 
CENTER
The Miltner Retreat Center  
interior is finished and now the 
exterior needs to be finished.  Rev 
Roy and Freda Miltner have given a 
$15,000 gift toward the completion 
of  the walkways along the exterior 
of  the building.  They designated the 
gift in memory of  their son Dan and 
in recognition of  12 years of   
ministry for Jerry and Carolyn 
Fritsch.  Cost of  the walkways is 
$44,000 so more gifts are needed to 
complete this project.  Thank you 
Roy and Freda!



THRIVENT CHOICE 
DOLLARS

MORNING GLOW
“Mornings Glow” A watercolor painting by Lakes 
Area Artist, Avis Davis was a gift to Ranger Z for his 
60th birthday.  “Z” and Sarah have given a number of  
numbered and signed prints and prints to the camp 
to be used for 2 projects, Repair/Replacement of  the 
North Camp  
Entrance and for 
the Scholarship 
Fund.  “Mornings 
Glow” is available 
for purchase, signed 
and numbered 
prints are available 
at $169 plus  
shipping and prints 
are available for 
$119 plus shipping.  
Call the camp office 
to order yours today 
– 712-336-2109.

Your Thrivent Choice dollars have made an 
impact on the lives of  many children at  
Lutheran Lakeside.  Campers pay  
approximately 60% of  the cost of  camp with 
their registration fees.  No child is turned away 
from a week at camp for his or her inability to 
pay.  Your Thrivent Choice dollars help to make 
up the difference.

We are constantly reminded of  the impact that 
Lutheran Lakeside Camp has had on so many 
people throughout its nearly 60 year  
history.  Stories of  children who discerned a 
call to ministry while at camp.  Other stories 
of  people who helped plant the trees, made 
lifelong friends, learned how to lead worship, 
gained confidence in themselves, and grew  
closer to God.  Thank you.

Lutheran Lakeside Camp
2491 170th Sreet 
Spirit Lake IA 51360

www.lutheranlakeside.com
712-336-2109

Registration has begun for Summer 2018!  
Register by March 1st for the Early Bird Discount!


